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“MySpace” and “Facebook” Reality

We came across an article a few weeks ago that we thought would be worthwhile to pass along some of the more informational items and quotes from it.  The article deals with web sites commonly used by our community to report or exchange information, meet people or just to tell others about yourself.  The web site referred to most in this article is “My Space”, although a similar site, “Facebook” is also a very popular site among our community.  We pass this information on to our community as a safety message.  Although many in our community may be aware of the dangers of posting personal information or chatting on the internet with someone you do not know, they may want to share this information with younger brothers, sisters, nieces or nephews who may be more susceptible to internet predators.  The article was published in the Chicago Tribune on 3/28/06, “ When what happens on MySpace doesn't stay on MySpace” by Jimmy Greenfield and David Haugh, Tribune staff reporters.  
The article explains how university students have learned the hard way that posting explicit or revealing information about themselves on a public site, like “MySpace” may come back to haunt you.  According to the article, “Until a few weeks ago, Paul Marszalek's MySpace.com page had photos of him and his friends partying, dancing and drinking alcohol.  Not anymore. Marszalek, 18, a UIC freshman, deleted his MySpace Web page after becoming nervous that law firms where he was applying for internships might see the photos. "You never know who's looking at it," he said.”  

Additionally, the article talks about the exchange of suggestive or explicit information on “Facebook” as many believe that site is only available to someone from a college or university.  Although this may or may not be true today, according to the article, “The site has become the cyberspace version of a college singles bar, allowing users to communicate by exchanging photos occasionally suggestive or obscene in nature, letters and personal information. The result is alarmingly open and unfettered access into aspects of campus life previously left to the imagination of parents and administrators.  But many students don't realize that alumni--who may include police or prospective employers--can get a university e-mail address at some schools and start snooping around Facebook…”  

What may happen to “Facebook” or other similar sites in the future is explored more thoroughly in the article.  According to the article, "In the future, if Google buys Facebook, who's to say they're not going to make all Facebook content searchable?" UIC's Jones said.  Job recruiters say students' lack of discretion online will catch up to them in their professional lives. A 2005 study…found that 75 percent of recruiters already use Web searching as part of the applicant screening process…  More than a quarter of these same recruiters say they have eliminated candidates based on information they found online.”

This is a sobering thought that something you did on line which you intended to be private or was something you did as a joke may come back to haunt your future job prospects.  Again, we believe most of our community is aware of the issues surrounding the posting of personal information and photos on any web site.  We bring it to your attention so that you may provide some education to those who have not had the experience nor possess the knowledge you do.  Pass it on to a younger friend or family member and save them from a potentially embarrassing situation in their future.
We continue to remind our community to act responsibly in their actions.  Over consumption of alcohol is a dangerous situation and can cause serious harm or death to the consumer.  Please act responsibly if you choose to drink alcohol and do not drive a vehicle or let someone else drive a vehicle after they have been drinking.  Remember, the college has a “Good Samaritan” policy, so if a friend is in need or you think they may be in need of medical assistance, please call us immediately at 9-1-1.
Our community has experienced some significant additional damages done by skateboarding on areas not meant for that sport in the last several weeks.  These damages amount to thousands of dollars, and you, the student is paying for it.  Although skateboarding is not a crime, those that damage property while skateboarding are committing a crime.  Enforcement action will be taken on anyone we observe causing damage as a result of skateboarding or any other action.  We ask our community to help us with this issue and report any vandalism at once to us at X4390 or 652-4390.  

TIP OF THE WEEK:   Computer use on campus is very active at this time of the year and is most active in the evening and night time hours, especially in the residential areas. If you need to use a college computer, consider using it during the morning or daytime hours.  Some computer labs are used less than others, so some exploration may help you in finding an available computer. 
We continue to ask for your assistance as safety is everyone’s business.  So please report any safety or security concern to us at X4390 or dial 9-1-1 in an emergency.
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